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THE  SOURCE  OF  LIGHT,  AND  THE 
CONDITION  OF  LIFE. 

"  And  this  i^,  the  condemnation,  that  light  is  come  into  the  world, 

and  men  loved  darkness  rather  than  light,  because  their  deeds  were 

evil."  — John  3: 19. 
"  Then  spake  Jesus  again  unto  them,  saying,  I  am  the  light  of  the 

world ;  he  that  followeth  me  shall  not  walk  in  darkness,  but  shall 

have  the  light  of  life."  —  John  8  : 12. 

The  coming  of  the  light,  in  the  world  around  us,  is 
the  kindling  of  life.  The  plant  in  a  dark  cellar,  on  which 
through  a  single  crevice  a  sunbeam  falls,  turns  every  leaf 
to  welcome  and  to  weave  into  its  tissues  the  incoming 
light.  The  dawn  is  a  new  birth  to  living  nature.  The 
pastures  which  are  clothed  with  flocks,  and  the  valleys 
which  are  covered  over  with  corn,  shout  for  joy,  they  also 
sing,  when  the  night  gives  place  to  the  day.  This  quick 
and  strong  responsiveness  of  life  to  light,  everywhere  in 
nature,  might  easily  lead  us  to  infer  the  same  condition 
also  of  our  inner  and  spiritual  world.  The  light  in  these 
two  worlds  has  a  marked  similitude.  We  not  only  ex- 
press it  by  the  same  word,  but  we  employ  the  same  terms 
to  denote  its  varied  processes.  We  speak  of  the  eye  of 
the  mind  as  easily  as  of  the  eye  of  the  body,  though  we 
ascribe  no  other  bodily  organ  to  the  mind.    And  yet  in 
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the  point  we  are  noticing,  there  could  not  be  a  greater 
difference  than  between  the  relations  of  life  and  light 
in  these  two  worlds.  The  life  within  gives  no  quick 
response  to  the  inner  light.  The  life  of  thought  is  not 
guided  by  the  light  of  truth.  How  could  men  think  so 
differently  if  it  were?  Men  do  not  believe  propositions 
because  they  are  proved  to  them.  If  they  did,  how  could 
they  affirm,  as  they  often  do,  such  opposite  conclusions 
from  the  same  proofs?  A  demonstration  is  idle  to  him 
who  is  not  willing  to  believe. 

We  see  only  what  we  wish  to  see.  By  a  very  strange 
and  subtle  process  we  make  the  incidence  of  truth  upon 
our  minds  conform  to  our  reflection.  The  music  of  a 
man's  life  is  set  to  his  own  key.  Instead  of  bringing  his 
purposes  and  desires  into  the  lines  to  which  the  light 
would  lead  them,  a  man  seeks  to  bring  the  light  itself 
into  line  with  these.  The  learned  judges  in  the  trial 
of  Queen  Caroline  were  found  deciding  on  the  barest, 
baldest  technicalities  of  law,  exactly  as  their  party  predi- 
lections led  them  to  favor  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the 
queen.  The  grave  and  honorable  men  at  Washington 
appointed  to  decide  the  doubtful  issue  of  the  Presi- 
dential election  in  1876,  made  their  decision  on  every 
question  as  their  party  affiliations  determined.  Some  of 
the  questions  were  so  abstract  and  simple,  that  a  differ- 
ence of  judgment  might  have  been  thought  impossible 
with  learned  men ;  and  yet  where  these  had  any  bearing 
on  the  issue,  the  learned  judges,  every  one  of  them,  voted 
as  his  vote  would  touch  the  party  of  his  choice.  Eight 
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to  seven,  seven  to  eight,  the  record  stood  through  all  the 
trial.  Deliberative  assemblies,  as  they  are  called,  parlia- 
ments, legislatures,  do  not  come  to  their  decisions  by  argu- 
ments on  the  merits  of  a  case.  The  judgment  reached 
has  been  guided  by  a  sentiment  from  the  beginning.  Ar- 
gument is  from  a  Greek  word  meaning  clear  or  shining. 
It  is  the  shedding  or  the  shining  of  light  upon  a  question ; 
but  where  the  light  has  become  refracted  through  the 
medium  of  our  desires,  it  shows  us  something  quite  dif- 
ferent from  what  we  should  see  without  such  a  medium. 
You  cannot  convince  a  man  by  argument  unless  he  is 
willing  to  be  convinced.  Men  in  some  way  get  their 
bias,  and  then,  perhaps  quite  unconsciously  to  themselves, 
all  their  thoughts  are  turned  and  toned  accordingly. 
This  is  so  in  politics,  in  science,  in  philosophy,  in  religion. 
A  man  is  thrown  into  a  set  where  certain  views  prevail, 
and  he  follows  the  current,  or  sets  himself  against  it, 
largely  as  his  nature  is  more  yielding  or  more  resisting. 
A  man's  views  on  anything,  instead  of  tinging  his  pur- 
poses, are  more  likely  to  be  tinged  thereby.  And  it  is 
only  as  we  get  outside  the  judgments  of  a  man  to  the 
general  judgment  of  mankind,  that  we  can  really  speak 
of  the  undoubted  light  of  truth. 

But  when  we  reach  this,  though  it  shine  clear,  and  be 
found  everywhere,  and  admitted  everywhere,  it  does  not 
prevail  upon  human  life.  Convictions  of  duty  may  be 
universally  acknowledged  and  universally  disregarded. 
You  may  make  the  right  course  perfectly  plain  before  a 
man,  but  you  do  not  know  at  all  tliat  he  will  therefore 
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take  this  rather  than  the  wrong  one.  He  will  take  it  if 
he  likes  it,  not  otherwise.  The  fact,  originally  uttered 
by  a  Pagan  poet,  that  a  man  may  see  and  approve  the 
better  and  follow  the  worse,  is  found  everywhere.  "  Light 
is  come  into  the  world,  and  men  loved  darkness  rather 
than  light  because  their  deeds  were  evil " !  "  Their 
deeds,"  you  will  observe  ;  not  some  doing  of  their  Maker, 
but  their  own  doing  it  is  which  hugs  the  darkness.  This 
perversion  of  the  truth,  this  preference  in  the  inner  soul 
of  the  darkness  to  the  light,  is  from  the  voluntary  choice 
of  men,  and  not  from  any  necessity  of  nature  independent 
of  their  choice.  We  have  the  truth,  but  we  hold  it 
down,^  i.e.^  we  keep  it  back,  we  do  not  suffer  it  to  irra- 
diate our  lives,  because  of  our  unrighteousness.  In  some 
way  we  have  set  up  our  self-will  instead  of  God's  will. 
While  nature  is  always  obedient  to  law,  we  have  put  our- 
selves against  the  law  which  was  laid  down  for  our  guid- 
ance, and  therefore  darkness  reigns  instead  of  light  in  our 
life.  Our  Lord's  words  upon  this  point  are  too  clear  to 
be  mistaken,  and  he  needed  not  that  any  should  tell  him 
what  was  in  man. 

But  if  the  trouble  with  human  nature  is  a  voluntary 
one,  it  can  only  be  remedied  in  some  voluntary  way.  The 
self-will  which  has  blinded  us  must  be  given  up  that  we 
may  see.  A  willingness  to  receive  light  is  the  first  step 
in  our  enlightenment.  If  we  are  going  to  be  learners  of 
anything,  we  must  first  of  all  be  willing  to  learn.  The 
kingdom  of  science,  in  the  oft-quoted  remark  of  Bacon, 

1  Rom.  1 : 18. 
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like  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  can  only  be  entered  by  a  little 
child.  It  is  a  man's  self-will  which  bars  his  entrance  to 
this  kingdom,  whose  true  possessors  are  ever  and  only 
childlike  souls.  The  docility  of  a  child,  where  there  is  no 
pride  of  opinion,  no  prejudice  nor  partisanship,  must  be 
possessed  and  retained  by  a  man  if  he  would  gain  true 
learning.  We  stop  our  progress  whenever  the  teacher 
stands  in  stead  of  the  learner,  whenever  we  become  more 
eager  to  impart  than  to  receive  instruction.  If  we  have 
become  wise  and  then  have  a  personal  interest  in  our  wis- 
dom, the  wisdom  at  once  ceases  to  grow  brighter  and  will 
soon  cease  to  shine.  He  who  makes  the  right  way  his 
way  and  then  follows  it  because  it  is  his,  is  already  turn- 
ing off  into  the  wrong  way.  "  Be  not  wise  in  thine  own 
eyes,"  said  the  wise  man,  "  and  lean  not  unto  thine  own 
understanding."  "The  meek,"  says  the  Psalmist,  "will 
He  guide  in  judgment,  and  the  meek  will  He  teach  His 
way." 

Docility  of  heart,  therefore,  is  a  man's  priceless  endow- 
ment, and  should  be  his  perpetual  possession.  But  how 
hard  it  is  to  keep  this  jewel  in  our  crown  !  How  easily  it 
seems  to  fall  out  of  its  setting !  We  get  into  parties,  in 
politics,  in  religion,  in  science,  and  when  we  yield  to  the 
party  the  homage  only  due  to  the  truth,  it  is  not  really 
the  party  but  ourselves  which  we  have  exalted  above  the 
truth.  "  He,"  says  Coleridge,  "  who  begins  by  loving 
Christianity  better  than  the  truth,  will  proceed  by  loving 
his  own  sect  or  church  better  than  Christianity,  and  by  lov- 
ing himself  better  than  all."    It  is  the  truth  only  which  can 
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make  us  free,  and  the  self-will  always  enslaves  us  because 
it  is  always  blinding  us  to  the  truth.  We  give  ourselves  to 
a  certain  profession  or  pursuit  in  life,  but  when  we  follow 
the  profession  simply  as  a  means  of  support,  our  views  of 
its  duties  are  sure  to  be  modified  by  the  prospect  of  its 
profit,  and  we  insensibly  surrender  to  the  means  of  living 
the  very  liberty  which  alone  makes  it  worth  the  while  to 
live.  "  Of  what  avail,  the  plow  or  flail,  if  freedom  fail  ?  '* 
So  all  along  through  life,  —  and  probably  this  is  our  most 
constant  temptation,  —  we  keep  forgetting,  even  if  we 
have  learned,  that  the  true  mastery  over  self  is  the  sur- 
render of  self,  that  he  that  findeth  his  life  shall  lose  it,  and 
he  that  loseth  his  life  for  the  truth's  sake  shall  find  it.  A 
willingness  to  be  led,  even  though  it  be  in  unpleasant 
ways,  a  willingness  to  do  another's  will,  —  to  serve  others 
rather  than  ourselves,  —  a  willingness  to  have  no  will  of 
ours,  is  the  true  self -surrender  which  is  the  only  self-pos- 
session. Only  thus  do  we  come  into  true  communion 
with  Him  who  came  not  to  be  ministered  unto,  but  to  min- 
ister, and  who  in  becoming  a  servant  showed  Himself  to 
be  lord  of  all. 

But  to  gain  and  keep  this  state  there  must  be  an  inspira- 
tion not  originally  ours.  All  upward  impulses  come  first 
from  above,  and  we  rise  to  the  liberty  of  the  perfect  life 
only  when  kindled  by  the  shining  of  the  all-perfect  love. 
If  we  would  walk  in  the  light  even  as  He  is  in  the  light, 
we  must  let  the  beams  of  His  self-forgetting  love  fall  upon 
us,  while  we  look  upward  to  receive  them  in  reverent  and 
grateful  homage.    We  need  to  be  reverent  in  order  that 
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we  may  be  docile.  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  begin- 
ning of  wisdom. 

Docility  and  reverence,  do  these  stand  related  as  the 
sunlight  to  the  sun,  and  do  they  together  shine  as  the 
full-orbed  splendor  of  human  conduct  and  character? 
Are  they  the  stream  and  its  source  which  together  show 
the  river  of  the  water  of  the  human  life,  which  clear  as 
crystal  proceedeth  from  the  throne  of  God  and  of  the 
Lamb?  But  this  would  be  only  to  say  that  the  moral 
conduct  and  the  religious  life  of  men  are  inseparable,  and 
that  neither  would  be  possible  without  the  other.  Mo- 
rality is  the  teachable  will,  —  the  will  surrendering  itself 
to  know  and  to  do  what  is  right;  religion  is  the  will 
reverently  receiving  the  inspiration  which  enables  it  to 
make  the  surrender.  Morality  is  the  choice  of  the  will  in 
accordance  with  rectitude.  It  is  right  action.  But  no 
action  is  right  unless  it  be  free,  and  it  could  not  be  free 
unless  made  thus  through  the  inspiration  of  love  from  the 
fountain  of  life.  Morality  and  religion  are  not  separate 
spheres  of  human  activity,  they  are  the  centrifugal  and 
centripetal  forces  balancing  and  holding  each  the  other, 
through  the  same  sphere ;  they  are  not  two  different 
forces,  but  they  are  the  two  polar  attractions  of  the  same 
force ;  they  grow  out  of  each  other  as  the  leaves  out  of 
the  roots  and  the  roots  out  of  the  leaves  of  a  living  plant ; 
they  run  into  each  other  as  the  veins  into  the  arteries  and 
the  arteries  into  the  veins  of  a  living  body.  Separated, 
they  are  destroyed.^  Morality  is  not  religion,  neither  is 
religion  morality;  but  the  spiritual  life  in  man  is  moral 
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and  religious,  is  religious  and  moral,  the  two  sides  both 
conditioning  and  conditioned  by  each  other.  Religion  is 
the  reverent  receiving  of  divine  communications,  and 
morality  is  the  docile  yielding  to  what  is  due  thereto. 
Religion  is  not  morality  towards  God,  any  more  than 
morality  is  religion  towards  man ;  but  religion  is  the 
fulness  of  God  in  the  soul,  and  morality  is  the  overflow- 
ing of  this  fulness  in  streams  of  holy  action,  whether 
towards  God  or  towards  man.  Religion  receives  and 
morality  gives,  but  the  one  receives  only  that  it  may  give, 
and  the  other  can  give  only  what  it  has  received.  He 
who  has  the  two  complete  is  himself  complete.  He  has 
come  in  the  unity  of  faith  and  knowledge  unto  the  stature 
of  a  perfect  man. 

And  yet  this  completeness  of  life,  ideally  perfect  and 
most  desirable  of  attainment  though  it  be,  certainly  does 
not  show  itself  attractive  to  the  great  mass  of  men. 
They  manifest  towards  it  either  indifference  or  disgust. 
Here  is  joy  unutterable  for  the  whole  world  that  lieth  in 
wretchedness,  but  the  world  prefers  its  wretchedness.  It 
hugs  its  sin  and  woe,  and  will  not  give  them  up  for  holi- 
ness and  peace.  The  delusion  is  as  strange  as  it  is  sad. 
Here  is  the  light  shining  full  and  clear,  and  yet  the 
darkness  abides.  "Light  is  come  into  the  world,  and 
men  loved  darkness  rather  than  light."  ''The  light 
shineth  in  the  darkness,  and  the  darkness  comprehendeth 
it  not." 

*'  Then  spake  Jesus :  I  am  the  light  of  the  world :  he 
that  followeth  me  shall  not  walk  in  darkness  but  shall 
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have  the  light  of  life."  He  that  followeth  me  :  —  not  the 
following  simply,  as  though  the  chief  stress  lay  upon  an 
act  of  choice  or  will  on  the  part  of  the  heretofore  unwill- 
ing soul,  but  the  following  one  who  is  not  only  the 
guide  but  the  inspirer  of  the  person  led,  —  is  the  posses- 
sion of  the  light  of  life.  Self-renunciation  is  indispensable, 
and  yet  as  a  duty,  or  as  a  requirement,  it  is  impossible. 
We  must  obey,  or  we  have  no  freedom ;  our  wills  must 
be  taken  from  their  self-centred  ground,  or  we  abide  in 
death  and  in  darkness ;  but  freedom  and  life  are  a  gift, 
and  not  an  acquirement ;  we  can  neither  make  ourselves 
free  of  ourselves,  nor  raise  ourselves  from  our  death  unto 
newness  of  life.  The  Master  alone  can  speak  the  word 
of  emancipation ;  the  Prince  of  life,  who  is  the  resurrec- 
tion and  the  life,  alone  can  give  the  command  which 
has  power  over  death  and  the  grave. 

I  know  not  the  secret  of  the  Master's  mighty  power. 
I  know  not  the  process  through  which  His  word  emanci- 
pates and  His  presence  gives  life.  "  The  kingdom  of  God 
is  as  if  a  man  should  cast  seed  into  the  ground,  and 
should  sleep  and  rise  night  and  day,  and  the  seed  should 
spring  and  grow  up,  he  knoweth  not  how."  "  As  thou 
knoweth  not  what  is  the  way  of  the  spirit,  nor  how  the 
bones  do  grow  in  the  womb  of  her  that  is  with  child,  even 
so  thou  knowest  not  the  works  of  God  who  maketh  all." 
The  mystery  of  life  always  eludes  our  explanations.  But 
I  know  that  dead  nature  has  received  communications  of 
life  which  it  could  not  originate,  and  I  know  that  souls 
have  been  made  alive  by  some  power  other  than  their 
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own ;  and  while  I  wait  for  the  summer  sun  to  break  the 
fetters  of  winter,  and  bring  the  earth  to  the  beauty  and 
the  bloom  of  life,  I  look  also  for  the  Dayspring  from  on 
high  to  give  light  to  them  that  sit  in  darkness,  and  to 
guide  their  feet  who  are  in  the  shadow  of  death  into  the 
way  of  peace.  But  when  He  comes,  the  mystery  of  His 
coming  is  the  mystery  of  life. 

"In  Him  was  life,  and  the  life  w^as  the  light  of  man." 
The  light  that  comes  from  life  has  power  to  enlighten 
because  it  has  power  to  make  alive.  The  inspiration 
precedes  the  illumination.  In  nature  life  is  kindled  by 
light,  but  in  the  spiritual  world  life  is  first,  and  light  is 
the  outshining,  the  splendor  of  life.  In  the  material  world 
life  degenerates  and  expires  without  light ;  in  the  spiritual 
world  light  grows  dim  and  disappears  with  the  decay  and 
the  dying  of  life.  Knowledge  does  not  make  us  pure,  but 
purity  of  heart  is  the  open  eye  and  the  clear  light  through 
which  true  knowledge  comes. 

"  Human  things,"  said  Pascal,  "  must  be  known  in  order 
to  be  loved,  divine  things  must  be  loved  in  order  to  be 
known."  And  said  a  greater  than  Pascal:  If  any  man 
willeth  to  do  God's  will,  he  shall  know  of  the  doctrine, 
the  doctrine  of  God.  Light  in  the  material  world  is  from 
the  speaking  of  the  Divine  word,  —  "  And  God  said.  Let 
there  be  light,  and  there  was  light " ; — light  in  the  spiritual 
world  is  from  the  living  of  that  word  —  the  word  which 
was  made  flesh,  and  dwelt  among  us,  and  which  thus  re- 
vealed the  glory  of  the  only-begotten  Son  of  God.  The 
light  of  life  is  the  light  of  men  because  it  has  the  power  to 
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make  men  alive.  This  light  of  life  must  first  dwell  in 
us  before  it  can  shine  from  us  and  show  us  the  way  of  all 
truth.  It  is  a  hidden  life,  hid  with  Christ  in  God,  hid 
beyond  our  ken  in  light  unapproachable,  and  therefore  it 
is  a  life  not  first  of  knowledge,  but  first  of  faith,  where 
knowledge  waits  on  faith,  both  for  the  eye  to  see,  and  the 
light  with  which  it  sees.  We  need  indeed  to  be  both 
docile  and  reverent,  both  moral  and  religious,  but  the 
seed  from  which  this  living  growth  proceeds  is  a  living 
faith  in  the  Son  of  God,  possessing  which  we  possess  Him, 
and  possessing  Him,  all  virtue  and  piety,  all  truth  and 
beauty  of  life,  are  also  possessed  in  their  perfection.  The 
heart  wherein  Christ  dwells  by  faith  knows  the  height  and 
depth  and  breadth  and  length  of  that  love  which  passe th 
knowledge,  and  is  filled  thereby  with  all  the  fulness  of 
God. 

This  ministry  of  faith  in  religious  things  ought  not  to 
surprise  us,  for  we  are  familiar  with  the  same  all  through 
the  realm  of  science.  There  is  a  faith,  properly  so  called, 
in  nature.  We  all  exercise  it.  We  have  a  faith  that  the 
earth  when  we  step  upon  it  will  not  open  and  swallow  us 
up,  that  the  food  we  eat  will  not  poison  us,  that  the  air 
we  breathe  will  not  destroy  our  life.  We  trust  in  the 
trustworthiness  of  nature,  we  rest  in  her  great  laws,  and 
use  her  forces,  confident  that  they  will  not  fail.  Unbelief 
in  nature  would  be  itself  unmanliness. 

This  confidence  in  nature  furnishes,  as  we  all  see,  the 
groundwork  of  our  science  of  nature.  We  formulate  the 
facts  we  find  and  make  forecasts  of  the  future,  because 
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we  confidently  trust  the  uniformity  of  nature.  Out  of 
this  trust  we  daily  live  and  work  and  grow  in  knowledge. 
Now  our  faith  in  nature  illustrates,  though  it  does  not 
reach  unto,  our  faith  in  God.  Nature  has  in  some  way 
convinced  us,  however  vaguely,  of  its  truthfulness  and  its 
trustworthiness,  and  in  this  conviction  we  learn  of  nature 
and  confidently  appropriate  it  to  our  use.  In  like  man- 
ner there  appears  in  the  human  soul  the  conviction,  how- 
ever dim  and  unformed,  that  God  is,  and  that  He  is  the 
rewarder  of  such  as  diligently  seek  Him.  That  such  a 
conviction  is  original  and  universal  is  proved  by  testimony 
so  ample  that  it  needs  no  repetition  here.  Faith  in 
God  is  the  conscious  and  voluntary  acceptance  of  this 
conviction.  It  is  a  conscious  and  voluntary  act  whereby 
the  individual  soul  passes  out  of  its  isolation  and  passes 
into  a  fellowship  with  God.  It  is  a  movement  in  the 
light  analogous  to  that  which  goes  on  in  the  darkness 
when  a  corn  of  wheat  in  the  ground  opens  itself  to  the 
all-pervading  influences  of  surrounding  nature,  and  loses 
itself  that  it  may  find  itself  in  the  growth  of  a  fruit-bearing 
life.  Still  more  is  it  like  what  takes  place  when  the  child 
passes  out  of  its  instinctive  and  unconscious  appropriation 
of  what  it  needs,  to  the  intelligent  use  of  whatever  can 
minister  to  its  wants.  Faith  in  God  has  its  ground  first 
of  all  in  the  deep  conviction  of  God's  nearness  and  of 
His  fulness,  and  from  this  ground  it  springs,  with  the 
bound  of  life,  to  lose  itself  in  this  fulness,  and  to  find 
itself  again,  as  this  fulness  not  only  embraces,  but  is 
embraced  by  it  in  a  living  and  free  reciprocity.    As  faith 
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in  nature  is  the  prime  postulate  of  our  science  of  nature, 
so  faith  in  God,  beginning  though  it  does  in  a  knowledge 
vague  and  ill  defined,  is  the  only  stepping-stone  to  the 
clear  and  satisfying  attainment  of  the  truth  of  divine 
things.  If  it  be  true,  as  it  doubtless  is  in  a  certain  sense, 
that  we  must  first  know  in  order  to  believe,  it  is  none  the 
less  true  that  we  must  first  believe  in  order  that  our 
knowledge  may  become  the  true  light  of  life.  Intelligo 
ut  credamf  Yes,  but  credo  ut  intelligam  as  truly.  How 
could  we  know  anything  about  nature,  save  in  the  obscur- 
est sense,  unless  by  an  act  of  will  we  should  first  accept 
and  act  upon  the  conviction  that  nature  is  truthful  and 
trustworthy,  that  her  laws  are  in  real  accord  with  truth, 
and  that  her  seeming  contradictions  are  real  harmonies  ? 
The  successful  investigator  of  nature  first  of  all  gives 
himself,  trusts  himself,  to  the  conviction  that  nature  is 
trustworthy  and  that  he  by  patient  effort  may  track  out 
her  seemingly  tortuous  steps  till  he  shall  find  them  all 
straight  forward,  and  that  which  he  has  called  a  universe, 
balanced  and  held  by  mighty  forces,  is  known  also  as  a  kos- 
mos  instinct  with  order,  and  lighted  up,  in  all  its  parts  by 
beauty  and  truth.  And  as  the  knowledge  of  nature  grows 
out  of  our  faith,  so  the  knowledge  of  God  shines  upon  the 
soul  which  has  given  itself  in  a  living  faith  to  God.  Faith 
clears  up  the  mysteries  of  divine  things.  By  an  act  of 
faith  the  soul  has  thrown  itself  upon  the  conviction  that 
God  abideth  faithful,  and  that  whatever  contradictions 
may  appear  in  His  ways  will  surely  resolve  themselves 
into  harmonies  to  the  eye  which  in  patient  continuance 
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looks  for  the  glory.  A  clear  discernment  grows  out  of 
this  undoubting  trust. 

Faith  in  the  Son  of  God  has  the  same  qualities  in 
general,  with  faith  in  nature,  or  faith  in  God,  and  indeed 
with  faith  in  anything.  Faith  in  the  Son  of  God  is 
no  wonder.  The  want  of  it  is  the  real  wonder.  In 
itself  it  is  the  normal  act,  which  should  be  looked  for 
in  every  human  soul.  It  starts  with  the  conviction  faint, 
vague,  unexpressed,  and  perhaps  inexpressible,  but  which 
more  than  anything  other  is  the  originally  and  simply 
human  element,  that  the  true  Son  of  God  is  also  some- 
how the  true  Son  of  Man,  and  that  thus  somehow  a 
Divine  Messiahship  and  fellowship  is  interwoven  with 
the  very  texture  of  human  nature  itself.  If  this  be  not 
so,  I  know  not  why  He  who  showed  Himself  so  clearly 
as  the  Son  of  God,  called  Himself  so  frequently  the  Son 
of  Man ;  and  if  these  two  be  not  in  deepest  unity,  I  know 
not  how  the  human  soul  could  ever  entertain  the  thought 
of  God,  or  even  the  thought  of  itself,  nor  how  we  so  instinc- 
tively clothe  all  divine  representations  in  human  forms, 
like  the  old  Greeks  when  they  made  their  statues  of  the 
gods  in  the  likenesses  of  men,  nor  how  the  conviction 
of  the  divine  incarnation  finds  itself  so  widespread  and 
enduring.  Test  human  nature  when  and  where  and  how 
you  will,  only  let  the  test  be  thorough,  and  its  most  dis- 
cordant voices,  crudest,  grossest,  or  most  refined,  will  bear 
harmonious  witness  that  there  is  something  divine  which 
is  also  in  some  way  human,  and  that  there  is  something 
human  which  is  also  in  some  way  divine.     This  is  the 
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true  Light  which  lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  into 
the  world,  even  though  in  such  unnumbered  instances 
the  light  shineth  in  darkness  and  the  darkness  compre- 
hendeth  it  not. 

Faith  in  the  Son  of  God  starts  with  this  unquenchable 
light,  this  ineradicable  conviction,  and  therefrom  springs 
to  a  living  acceptance  and  a  loving  conformity  to  all 
which  this  conviction  implies.  Faith  in  the  Son  of  God 
accepts  and  appropriates  the  conviction  that  God  dwells 
with  us,  and  in  this  act  of  faith  we  rise  to  a  real  recipro- 
city with  Him,  and  thus  come  truly  to  dwell  with  God. 
This  is  the  fellowship  we  have  with  the  Father,  through 
His  Son  Jesus  Christ.  This  faith  is  no  merging  of  the 
sunbeam  in  the  sun,  no  mingling  of  the  drop  in  the 
ocean,  where  the  individual  is  lost  in  the  immeasurable 
light  and  the  unfathomable  depth  of  God's  greatness 
and  glory,  but  it  is  the  true  self-surrender  which  consti- 
tutes the  only  self-possession,  whereby  men  themselves 
become  sources  of  light,  and  fountains  of  living  water 
welling  up  into  everlasting  life.  Faith  in  the  Son  of  God 
is  therefore  the  one  truly  manlike  act  of  man.  In  this 
act  of  faith  is  seen  the  true  dignity  of  human  nature 
which,  because  it  was  made  in  the  likeness  of  God,  was 
made  to  commune  with  Him,  and  to  live  and  move  and 
have  its  being  in  Him.  This  act  of  faith  is  the  stepping- 
stone  to  the  highest  knowledge  and  thus  the  entrance 
upon  the  eternal  life  ;  for  this  is  eternal  life,  said  the 
Saviour,  "  that  they  might  know  Thee  the  only  true  God, 
and  Jesus  Christ  whom  Thou  hast  sent."    By  this  act  of 
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faith  we  follow  Christ,  and  thus  no  longer  walk  in  dark- 
ness, but  have  the  light  of  life.  To  be  a  complete  Chris- 
tian is  thus  to  be  a  complete  man,  and  to  be  lacking  in  a 
Christian  faith  is  to  be  lacking  in  the  one  essential  element 
of  the  only  perfect  manhood. 

When  the  Comforter  is  come,  said  the  Saviour,  he  will 
reprove  the  world  of  sin,  because  they  believe  not  on  Me. 
This  is  the  sin  of  all  sin,  the  evil  deed  which  makes  the 
evil-doer  love  darkness  rather  than  light,  the  sin  which  is 
surely  death,  and  retaining  which  the  soul  retains  its 
darkness  and  death  forever.  There  is  no  curse  upon  the 
world  like  the  unbelief  on  the  Son  of  God,  the  Saviour, 
and  there  is  no  blessing  for  men  like  the  faith  which  in 
following  Him  has  the  light  of  life. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senior  Class  :  —  The  old  motto, 
Via  crucis,  via  lucis,  probably  implied  that  life  only  comes 
from  death,  and  that  life  is  the  source  of  light.  Such  is  the 
exact  doctrine  of  this  discourse.  If  you  are  wise,  there- 
fore, you  will  not  seek  so  much  for  the  means  of  living 
as  for  life  itself,  and  you  will  be  willing  to  die  that  you 
may  thus  live.  Do  not  let  your  views  of  duty  be  warped 
by  your  desires.  Do  not  shrink  from  distasteful  work  if 
it  shall  be  laid  upon  you.  The  life  is  more  than  meat, 
and  the  body  than  raiment.  You  will  only  see  your 
duty  clearly  when  you  are  willing  to  see  it,  and  your 
only  blindness  will  come  from  your  unwillingness  to  see. 

Complete  intellectual  prevision  is  of  course  not  had  by 
any  man,  but  every  man  may  possess,  however  rarely  it 
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be  attained,  an  instinctive  forecast,  whose  impulse  in 
selecting  his  labor  is  as  unerring  as  a  bird's  in  selecting 
its  clime.  But  the  instinct  of  the  bird  is  not  for  its  own 
individual  preservation.  Nature  does  not  work  for  indi- 
viduals. She  cares  nothing  for  these.  She  uses  them 
only  to  represent  and  reproduce  their  species,  and  then 
she  casts  them  away.  The  law  of  the  species  governs 
all  individuals  in  nature,  and  the  individual  is  perfect 
which  typifies  perfectly  its  species.  Any  other  we  call 
defective,  deformed,  or  a  monster.  The  instinct  of  any 
individual  creature  in  nature  is  an  impulse  of  whose 
meaning  the  creature  itself  knows  nothing,  but  which 
thrusts  it  forward  into  unknown  subservience  to  its 
species,  and  thus  into  a  completeness  for  itself  which  is 
to  it  also  unknown.  The  insect  which  dies  in  the  act  of 
reproduction  has  completed  its  mission,  and  is  thereby 
itself  complete.  Now  this  law  of  nature  is  an  uncon- 
scious prediction  of  the  great  truth  which  becomes  con- 
sciously exhibited  in  the  spiritual  kingdom.  In  so  fai'  as 
you  shall  subject  yourselves  to  considerations  which  reach 
beyond  yourselves,  having  respect  to  the  well-being  of 
others  rather  than  your  own,  will  you  secure  your  own 
well-being.  Gladness  of  heart,  beauty  of  character,  per- 
fection of  life,  are  all  in  this.  If  you  do  not  see  before- 
hand where  you  are  coming  out,  the  end  of  your  journey 
is  nevertheless  assured  from  the  beginning,  and  you  may 
travel  on  with  constant  peace,  in  the  conviction  that  the 
love  which  seeketh  not  its  own  never  faileth,  though 
prophecies  may  fail,  and  tongues  may  cease,  and  knowl- 
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edge  may  vanish  away.  Self-forgetf ulness  is  the  unerring 
instinct  of  success. 

But  you  must  remember  that  such  an  instinct  differs 
virtually  in  one  respect  from  that  which  guides  the 
animal  world  to  its  perfection.  While  the  animal  knows 
no  more  of  that  which  guides  him  than  he  does  of  that 
to  which  he  is  guided,  and  has  in  it  all  as  little  choice  as 
knowledge,  you  are  conscious  and  free.  You  see  the 
meaning  of  that  all-potent  inspiration  which  can  kindle 
the  soul  with  a  fire  that  consumes  its  selfishness,  and  you 
are  able  to  yield  yourselves  to  its  mighty  power.  You 
cannot,  indeed,  originate  this  living  flame ;  but  by  that 
faith  in  the  Son  of  God  which  I  have  described,  and 
which  is  the  victory  that  overcometh  the  world,  you  can 
put  yourselves  where  the  kindling  inspiration  always 
comes.  It  may  come  upon  you  with  a  sudden  revealing, 
or  you  may  be  only  conscious  of  it  slowly,  as  the  morning 
grows  by  imperceptible  gradations ;  but  if  you  have  faith 
to  receive  it,  you  will  receive  it,  and  it  will  show  its 
presence  in  all  perfection  of  life,  in  that  docility  which 
becomes  truly  wise  because  it  is  willing  to  be  taught 
of  wisdom,  and  in  that  reverence  which  shines  like  the 
light  because  ever  living  in  the  presence  of  the  fountain 
of  light. 

I  counsel  you  to  believe  in  the  Son  of  God  who  is  also 
the  Son  of  Man,  that  in  you  too  the  truly  divine  and  the 
truly  human  may  be  seen  in  their  united  perfection,  and 
"  that  ye  may  be  blameless  and  harmless,  the  sons  of  God, 
without  rebuke,  in  the  midst  of  a  crooked  and  perverse 
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nation,  among  whom  shine  ye  as  lights  in  the  world, 
holding  forth  the  word  of  life."  The  beginnings  of 
unbelief  are  not  in  your  thoughts,  they  are  in  your  deeds. 
It  is  not  a  misguided  intellect  in  the  first  place,  but  a 
deceived  heart  which  turns  men  aside.  You  will  not 
therefore  correct  any  doubts,  nor  remove  any  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  your  faith  by  undertaking  to  clear  up  your 
thoughts  in  the  first  place.  You  must  begin  with  your 
deeds.  Faith  does  not  come  as  an  inference.  It  is  an  act 
of  will.  You  must  choose  to  believe.  The  hero  is  not  a 
hero  by  a  process  of  argument.  If  he  begins  to  argue,  he 
is  not  a  hero.  He  must  take  the  inspiration  which  awaits 
his  taking,  and  so  must  you.  Your  response  to  these 
inner  and  secret  convictions  of  the  soul  which  I  have 
described,  —  the  living  inspiration  already  breathing  upon 
you,  —  like  the  response  of  the  lungs  of  the  new-born 
child  to  the  impulse  of  the  air  which  he  does  not  know, 
but  only  feels,  —  determines  your  life  or  your  death. 

Everything  for  this  world  and  for  the  next  depends  upon 
your  faith.  "  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son  of  God  hath 
the  witness  in  himself,"  the  witness  that  God  is  true,  and 
that  He  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life,  and  that  this  life  is 
in  His  Son.  Your  belief  is  your  leaving  yourselves  in  His 
hands ;  it  is  your  commitment  to  Him,  your  consecration 
to  Him,  your  acceptance  of  Him  as  your  Lord  and  Saviour, 
your  portion  in  this  life  and  the  life  to  come.  Light 
beams  upon  your  pathway,  all  light  through  your  faith ; 
for  through  your  faith  you  live,  and  your  life  by  the  faith 
of  the  Son  of  God  is  Christ  living  in  you,  who  is  the 
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light  of  the  world,  and  through  whom  you  no  longer  walk 
in  darkness,  but  have  the  light  of  life.  Your  faith  is  not 
unreasonable  because  it  is  an  act  of  will;  rather  is  it 
therefore  the  one  truly  reasonable  act  of  the  soul,  the 
act  wherein  reason  and  will  are  both  seen  in  their  living 
unity,  and  wherein  that  true  spirituality  which  lifts  man 
above  the  beast,  and  makes  him  the  true  vicegerent  and 
lord  of  nature,  shows  its  divine  power. 

By  believing  in  the  Son  of  God,  who  is  also  the  Son  of 
Man,  you  yourselves  behold  also  what  manner  of  love  the 
Father  hath  bestowed  upon  you  that  you  should  be  called 
the  sons  of  God ;  and  thus  believing  and  thus  beholding, 
you  are  changed  into  His  likeness,  and  grow  unto  your 
perfection  from  glory  to  glory.  "For  this  cause  I  bow 
my  knees  unto  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  of 
whom  the  whole  family  in  heaven  and  earth  is  named, 
that  He  will  grant  you  according  to  the  riches  of  His  glory 
to  be  strengthened  with  might  by  His  spirit  in  the  inner 
man,  that  Christ  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith ;  that 
ye  being  rooted  and  grounded  in  love,  may  be  able  to 
comprehend  with  all  saints,  and  to  know  the  love  of 
Christ  which  passeth  knowledge,  that  ye  might  be  filled 
with  all  the  fulness  of  God." 


